Observations on IQW Contamination Reports URS SCOTT WILSON
TM/11/01191 Isles Quarry 177 Houses.
I have already noted the concerns I have about the unfinished restoration carried out under TM/94/155, that resulted in heavily contaminated material being deposited at the Bypass site and Celcon 2, and adequately made the point that the same material used at Celcon was used at IQW by the same contractor at the same time. It is inconceivable that the random movement of hassock only carried contamination to Celcon and not IQW. 
The report by URS Scott Wilson in the IQW application documents runs to some 496 pages, and it requires supreme dedication to wade through it

But the report confirms the made up nature of the ground, and admits that testing was sparse because of Hanson’s rubble stockpiles in strategic places. So we really have very little knowledge of what lies below the ground, except for intriguing snippets that can be gleaned by URS’s report.

1. p26 para 9.2 refers to “frequent bands of clinker and tarmac” at different layers. Remember that this is the old tarmac, made with tar from the coking of coal. Because a lot of ARC’s output was “depot mix” to Council depots, much of this was “cut” with creosote. The Environment Agency now class tarmac and bitmac as hazardous waste, and it is banned from landfill sites.
 I would infer that the clinker is the waste produced by coal burning Sentinel steam wagons used widely before the war. The British Quarrying Co that operated Isles and Stangate before ARC had a huge fleet of these vehicles, and the coal clinker was a vital source of fuel for the poorer families in Borough Green.
2. Pages 29 and 30 contain a chart of the type of contamination so far discovered with the minimal testing, and I draw your attention to the number of sites highlighted in red as requiring remediation.

3. P15 para 6.7 lists future hazards cause by the identified contaminants: note that hazard to residents is “moderate to high”!

4. Paras 9.21, 22 & 23 are interesting information, “sitewide contamination”.
5. Para 10.11 & 13.11 note the frustrated attempts to carry out a comprehensive survey due to Hanson’s “various stockpiles”, that are conveniently sitting on top of sites of more recent contamination.
6. Page 61 para 12.53 highlights the concerns about stability, particularly on the very steep slopes of the Bourne, where there is already evidence of landslips. The borehole surveys also highlight a wide variation in compaction, loose made ground, that will give rise to both differential settlement and conventional settlement. It therefore recommends that piling is used to ensure stable housing. But this is probably at odds with the general instability of the site, possible pockets of water and contamination, and the fact that both the IQ landfill site adjacent to the south of the platform, and the filled artesian lake below the High Level Platform have no liner layer of clay, and were not “engineered backfill”, it was just dumped in a hole. This suggests two dangers: 

7. The first being the risk of increasing instability near the steep Bourne Valley, that could dislodge already precarious banks, causing an environmental catastrophe in the Site of Special Scientific Interest that the applicant professes to attempting to preserve. The demolition of the Skip Factory buildings, concrete hardstandings and roadways will destabilise the fragile  Bourne banks and we cannot overemphasise the risks, and are amazed the Applicant has not included any remedy for your deliberations.
8. and secondly, that the drilling of hundreds of piling bores will release contained water and contaminants through the ground matrix into the Bourne. As Cllr Murray can confirm, this land consists almost entirely of Hassock, low grade friable Hythe Bed limestone, and has already released some 10,000 cu metres of limestone fines into the Bourne, turning the 30’ deep Basted Mill Pond into a one foot deep swamp.
The Lower Greensand is one of the most landslide susceptible formations in the UK and has at least 288 known occurrences in the southeast. (1)
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