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Checkatrade.com

amsian ltd
Central heating and gas boiler engineers

01732 - 885882

WWW.samsian.co.uk

G R SERVICING LTD
Now at Unit 16

Orchard Place Business Centre
Seven Mile Lane

Wrotham Heath

Y
CAR

T
Servicing and repairing your
vehicles.

MOTs can also be arranged.

PLEASE CALL
01732 882725 as before.

liy..

BOROUGH GREEN

OPTICIANS
EST 1972
OPTOMETRISTS AND
CONTACT LENS CONSULTANTS

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9.00 - 5.30
Wednesday Closed

Saturday
9.00- 1.00

Full eye examination

Cataract referrals

Glaucoma check

Free trial on most types of

contact lenses

25, High Street

0O =

QUALIFIED OFTICIAN 01732 884558

Email bgopticians@outlook.com

PLD GENERAL BUILDER

PETER 07769 736646
Borough Green 01732 382530 (answer machine)

Extensions
Refurbishments
Brickwork
Driveways
Fascia & Soffits
GRP Flat Roofing

AND ALL GENERAL BUILDING

Conversions
Plastering
Patios
Kitchens / Bathrooms
Fencing
Painting & Decorating
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Thank You.

Many thanks to everyone who knitted sheep.
The little shepherds at our Christmas Eve Crib Service
brought them all to see the baby Jesus.

Saturday 24 February

Supper served at 7.00pm
, followed by quiz

I - Tickets £15.00
from Julie 01732 885437
Booking Essential

Licensed Bar
(Please notify of any dietary requirements)

Church of the Good Shepherd, Quarry Hill Road,
Borough Green TN15 8RF
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd

February 2024

Remember you are dust...

This year Valentine’s Day, 14% February, also happens to
correspond with Ash Wednesday. The day before is Shrove Tuesday,
Pancake Day (or as it’s called in some parts of the world, Fat Tuesday,
Mardis Gras) when traditionally rich, fatty foods in the house were used
up to prepare for the days of fasting to mark the season of Lent. Until the
celebration of Easter Sunday people followed a limited diet and, even
today, many give things up for Lent.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. In many churches there
will be services which include the imposition of ashes. Ash, often made from
old palm crosses, is used to mark the worshippers' foreheads with the sign
of the cross and the words said at that moment are, “Remember you are
dust and to dust you shall return”. It is a time to reflect on our own
mortality, the fact that we are, in the words of Joni Mitchell, ‘stardust’, with
a limited time on the earth. At Ash Wednesday services we will also reflect
on the fact that we are broken people living in a broken world. We get
things wrong, we hurt ourselves, other people and the creation God gave
us to look after.

So, is there anything, other than them being on the same day this
year, that connects Ash Wednesday with St Valentine’s Day, which is seen
as a celebration of love?

It seems to me a remarkable thing that, even though we are ‘dust’
and even though we make a mess of things, God loves us. In fact the use of
ashes to mark a cross on people’s foreheads reminds us that God loves us
so much that He came and died for us, carrying our sins with Him. There
may be many expressions of love made this Valentine’s Day, but none so
great a love as that. It is the great mystery of God’s love for humanity. As
the writer of the Psalms puts it, “What are human beings that you are
mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?”.

Whether February 14" finds you sharing a romantic meal, being
marked with ash or somewhere alone with your own company, remember
that you are loved. God, who crafted the heavens, the moon and the stars,
loves each one of us, messy, dusty human beings. May you know that love
for yourself this Valentine’s Day.

God bless

Revd. Chris



Ash Wednesday - 14™ February
Service of Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
2pm, Church of the Good Shepherd
8pm, St George’s, Wrotham

A Valentine's Day proposal?

Recently engaged? Planning a wedding?
At the Chureh of the Good Shepherd, we would be delighted
to help wmake your special day special.

Find out wmore about Church of England weddings at:
yourchurchwedding.org
Awnal contact us for more information:

vicar.cogs@amail.com

The Church of the Good Shepherd

COGS website www.cogsonline.co.uk
Facebook - COGSBG
Email - vicar.cogs@gmail.com 01732 882447
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J&F

ACCOUNTANCYLTD

Chartered Accountants
Self Assessment Tax Returns
Self-Employed Accounts
Limited Company Accounts

Payroll & CIS

Tel: 01732 885444

1 Station Court, Station Approach
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8AD
Email: info(@jandfaccountancy.co.uk
Web: www jandfaccountancy.co.uk

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS LTD

VEHICLE SERVICING
AND REPAIRS

London House Works,
Station Road,
Borough Green

www.gsmechengineers.co.uk

email:
info@gsmechengineers.co.uk

Tel: 01732 885314

Handyman

All DIY work for reasonable rates

Painting and Decorating,
Kitchen Fitting,
Decking, Fencing,
Sheds and all Carpentry work,
Flat pack assembly,

Jet Washing.

General property maintenance
No job too small

John Ballantyne
Home: 01732 884387
Mobile: 07890 034846

Karl Burrluck
Plumbing and Heating

01732 886984
07886 783 170

52 Western Road
Borough Green,

Sevenoaks
TN15 8AQ




The Council met at 7.30pm Monday 8 January 2024.

Notes from Borough Green Parish Council

Matters discussed and reports received included:

Climate Change BGPC have been years ahead of the game on climate
change which is why Potters Mede incorporates many innovative mitigation
features and why we have an electric van. For 10 years we have also had a
rolling programme of converting our 86 streetlights from the old power
hungry Mercury and Sodium to LED; we have just approved the final
conversions making us 100% LED. This will net us a 70% reduction in power
costs, some £10k per annum, which we will use to fund solar power with
battery storage at Potters Mede and are beginning a joint project with the
Village Hall as well. Whilst Governments and big business dither and delay,
it is down to us to tackle the problem.
Public Toilets The Clerk has successfully negotiated a refund of £7800 from
Npower overcharging on the toilet electricity supply. This will also be
applied to our solar power project but in the future we hope the toilets will
be powered by the Village Hall array.
TMBC Planning The planning system has suffered significant problems with
the new Agile software but is slowly being resolved and we are beginning
to get regular notifications of applications - all posted as they arrive on the
BGPC website at PLANNING | mysite (boroughgreen.gov.uk)
The Recreation Ground Pavilion has been under threat from a dead tree
for some months. Because this entire line of trees is protected by a Tree
Preservation Order, we have had our fingers crossed whilst the owner
awaited planning permission, which finally arrived, and the tree has been
felled. This is a timely moment to remind other residents on the boundary
with the Rec that all those trees are legally protected and you will be
breaking the law if works are carried out without planning permission.
D-DAY 80 years 6 June Plans are in hand for a community celebration on
that Thursday, which will involve an extended lunch party for the elderly in
the Village Hall, a gathering in the evening in the Rec to watch a Pipe Band,
have a burger and a cuppa and a beacon lighting at 9.15pm. If anyone has
ideas to add, contact Clirs Sue Butterfill or Sam Thrush.
Julie Beilby (a Borough Green girl) has retired as Chief Executive at TMBC
after 40 years working for the Council. Her temporary replacement will be
Adrian Stanfield, her Deputy, until a new CEO is recruited.
Jackie Taylor has retired as Village Hall booking secretary after 12 years
in this voluntary post. Bookings can now be made at
bookings@boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk and the phone number is 01732
646040.
Council Vacancy There is a vacancy on the Parish Council, apply to K3
the Clerk.
58 & 70 Shopper Buses BGPC is applying for a Lottery Fund Grant on
behalf of the Parish Alliance to run the two shopper bus services for a
further year.

(Continued on page 9)



The Birkbeck Chiropody & Podiatry Practice

Health Professions Council (HPC) Registered Podiatrists

Open Monday to Saturday
Day and Evening Appointments
Easy Car Parking

Telephone: 01732 883271
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Woodlands, 172 Maidstone Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks TN15 8JD
T|01732883271 W | birkbeckpodiatry.com

Sevenoaks Tree Care
Robert Hill
07598870177
sevenoakstreecare@gmail.com

All aspects of tree surgery covering Sevenoaks and

surrounding areas

¢ Tree Removal
¢ Tree Reduction

e Veteran Tree Care.
¢ Dead Wooding

¢ Site Clearance

e Hedge Trimming.
¢ Shrub Pruning

¢ Fruit Tree Pruning
o Stump Grinding

o Emergency Calls 24/7,
1 and Domestic Worl

Www.sev (‘ll()ilk\'l't'l'(‘:\l'l'.(‘()"l
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Concd e L

Cheekatrade cor
STANDARDS
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A PALMER COMPLETE
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

01732 886 939 07774 201 154

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK
LARGE OR SMALL

U Registered
Competent

w— == Person
—Electrical—

FULL REWIRES, PARTIAL
REWIRES, FUSEBOARDS,
TEST CERTIFICATES,
SOCKETS, LIGHTING.
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
LOCAL AUTHORITY
RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE.

ELECSA

PORTLAND BENTLEY

Painting & Decorating
Contact Paul

email: portlandbentley ] 989

07939 401467

vomail.com

01732 8868017




e Clir Harry Rayner warned members that October will see the EU apply
their normal rules to those wishing to enter the EU which will require
fingerprint and photo checks at the border. This will generate significant
delays and it is expected Operation Brock will be in place continuously not
just on busy weekends. Another Brexit bonus!

e The Bowls Club The Parish Council have granted permission to allow the
club to let their hall for private functions provided there are strict rules to
prevent impact on local residents. All our local venues are getting busier and
this allows them to augment their subscriptions and provide a better service
to the community.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 5th

February 2024 at BG Village Hall. The agenda will include a period for public

contributions and questions.

Council Contacts
Chairman mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk 01732 882880
Clerk clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk 07568 536405
Full minutes are posted at www.boroughgreen.gov.uk

Advertising

Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertise should
contact Chris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.com or phone 01732 366615
about rates and availability of spaces.
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to let for
holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such personal notices are
just £2 per issue.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong information received, or
mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility
for any delay in distribution. Publication of advertisements does not imply any
form of recommendation. All articles in this magazine are covered by copyright
and permission must be obtained before reproducing them in any format.
The magazine is also available to read on the COGS, BG Community and Parish
Council websites.

Articles for the next magazine
The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borough
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs and individuals
are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects likely to be of
interest to the village.
The deadline for articles for the next magazine will be Tuesday 13 February
and these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cover
March so if you have any events planned for that month and you would like them
to appear in the diary section please send to :-

m-jeffery @talktalk.net Margaret Jeffery

01732 883978 7 Lendon Road
Borough Green
TN15 8SE



iy J. Lawrenson

| Tree and Fencing Specialist
CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

* Hedge cutting, reduction and removal
* Tree pruning, felling and surgery
* Stump and garden clearance
Professional Domestic * All types of fencing supplied and erected,
Cleaning Services including panel and close boarded
Are you a busy mum?

Working long hours?
Just need extra help?

Fully Insured
All waste and cuttings recycled

Give us a call for reliable DBS

checked staff and fully insured Please call James on

07759 137817

service! %
01732 849295 =
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk _ Oremail
www.capablecleaners.co.uk Jjlawrenson@hotmail.com

COTOR FLOORING

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL FLOORING

@ TEL : 01732 885 849 D 07853 093 540
@ www.cotorflooringitd.co.uk E sales@cotorflooringlitd.co.uk
< “ny,
8p "
1/ o\
VG s » QO
P
&g ”
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e (Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate * Samples to your door
* Supply, Fitting, Removal e FREE Quotation
* Flooring Accessories ® (Over 20 years experience

I 70 Western Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 8AH I
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Borough Green & Wrotham u3a usq

learn, laugh, live

Snow welcomed our first meeting this year. We are very grateful to the 36
members who braved the weather to attend. It was great to have support for
John Wale, who also braved the weather, to give a talk on the Bearsted
Woodland Trust - a place a lot of people in Kent may not be aware of. It is
open to the public and has free entry.

As we are a new u3aq, we would welcome suggestions from members as to
what they would like at our monthly meetings in the coming year.

Next meeting will be at 2pm on 12 February. This will be a fun quiz
organised by Lorraine our Groups Liaison officer. We hope the weather will be
kinder to enable us to have a good attendance. This should be a fun afternoon so
please join us. We look forward to seeing existing members and some new on this
occasion.

Best wishes for 2024
Christine Ward Vice Chair

Digital Kent is working fo improve digital inclusion and
? } capabilities in the county. They will be holding a Get Digital!
4 : DiGH_-A_ events at Borough Green Library on Friday 2 February (and
VA KENT 1 March and 5 April) from 11.00 - 1.00. Go to page 29 for
details on how to book a session.

Kent Fire & _ Would you know
Rescue Service
what to do to

help save a life?

On Thursday 7 March Kent Fire and Rescue Service will be hosting a free CPR,
defibrillator and basic life support session. This will be a chance for members of
the public to learn vital lifesaving skills and get some hands-on CPR and de-fib
training. The event will be at 19:00 at Borough Green Village Hall.
If you are interested, please email me at

christopher.wood@kent.fire-uk.org. Thank you

Borough Green and District Active Retirement Association

Sadly our AGM in February will be the last meeting of Borodara.
The retirement club has served the local community for twenty two
years. During that tfime we have enjoyed some interesting speakers
and lively entertainers. In the early days walks around the locality
were popular. Coach outings were organised with a programme of trips to the
coast, London theatres, The Royal Albert Hall, historic houses, beautiful gardens
and short break holidays in the UK and Holland.

I'm sure that members will have happy memories of the years that we spent
together. Helen Ellis

i

=
e akas]
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Thanks &

Thank you to the Borough Green Lights Committee, their helpers, \ ’

those who contributed to the Christmas market and performances
for the switch on. A successful event and another spectacular #

display.

UL Also thanks to South East

Il 4x4 Response and others
[4{[11§ for the Father Christmas tour And to the mystery crafter for
of Platt and Borough Green. the post box in the High Street.
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Church of the Good Shepherd Foodbank

Donations of non-

Thanks to your continuing generosity we have been able
to support many local families in need.

perishable goods may be left at the

Church of the Good Shepherd at any time during the day
(the Church is usually open 10am - 5pm each day).
For any enquiries regarding our Foodbank please contact

lan Simpson on 07801135 460 or foodbank.cogs@gmail.com
Thank you

Foodbank
Church of the Good Shepherd, Borough Green

We are looking for mo

8.30 and 11 (during te
and packing groceries.

please contact Steve on 07879 491688 for

join our team on Monday mornings between

tivated volunteers to

rm times) for picking
If you are interested,

further details.

March 4th,
18th

Play and socialising for pre school
children and their grown ups

10am till 12 noon in the Annex of
The Church Of The 6ood Shepherd

Quarry Hill Road, Borough Green, TN15 8RF
linda.bryce56@gmail.com
No charge, just a donation for tea and coffee please

Feb 5th, 19th

2R ER

Chilaren’s Criarcn

A chance for the younger members
of our church family (and their
parents if they want) to Learn of
God's Love and grow n Eheir own
faith, exploring through craft, play
and imagination a different Bible
story each week.

Children's Church meets on the bnd and dth
Sunday of each month at 10aw, stdrking in
the church.

(Our Children's Church Leader are all DBS
checked)

Church of the Good Shepherd
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Portsmouth, Gunwharf Quay
&
High Tea in the Clouds

Tuesday 23rd April 2024

Coach from Borough Green Railway Station

£68.00pp
Includes time to explore Gunwharf Quay and
entrance to the Spinnaker Tower with High Tea in the Clouds Cafe

Call 01732 886968, email info@ljtravel.co.uk
or pop in to see us to reserve your place 34 High Street, BG

—~CARYYSE

Sevenoaks Road, Ightham,

.

B TN15 9AD
“THE AERIAL MAN”
TV AERIAL AND SATELLITE ENGINEER For All Auto Queries
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 01732 780591 07747535657
FREE ESTIMATES
LOCAL FRIENDLY FAMILY FIRM, All makes and models
EST 40 YEARS MoTs
FREE VIEW - FREESAT- BT VISION Free courtesy car
TALKTALK - SKY- FREE CHANNELS - -
FULLY INSURED Free local collection and delivery
DISCOUNTED RATES FOR .
SENIOR CITIZENS Brakes  Servicing

Repairs  No. Plates

Borough Green f,eg All mechanical and diagnostic

01732 883542 work carried out by
Bwisﬁ 07436 564 897 m qualified automobile engineers
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NOTHING FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS THIS MONTH

TN
r I.\ N

Anita Caradine
In remembrance of Anita Caradine, resident of the village for more then 50
years, beloved wife to Richard Caradine and mother to Richard, Barry and
Adrian, who passed away peacefully on 1 January 2024.

Gone from our sight but always in our hearts.

Cinema at COGS
Wednesday 21 February 2pm in the Church of the Good Shepherd.
Please check the Church’s noticeboard for this month’s presentation. All
are welcome so come for an afternoon of free entertainment.
Refreshments available during the interval.
Contact Pam on 886150

Games, Tea & Chat

On alternative Mondays (for dates see diary section) at 2 -

| 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the Good Shepherd. Come

i and enjoy board games, tea and a chat. Plenty of room for
new folk so, if you are wondering whether it’s for you, do get
in touch and ask for more information.

Contact Elaine Almond on 886440 or etalmond@aol.com
Breakfast Church
9am on 3rd Sunday of the month Church

9‘?@4
of the Good Shepherd ) D) »

It's a chance to share some good food, @:c e share oo
chat and worship. ‘ felLowship,

and faith
All the family and friends are welcome. in a setting.

No charge. ¥ T’%% ~

Tea-Time Church
4:30 pm 4th Sunday of the month
. Church of the Good Shepherd
Food, Fun, Friendship and Faith for all
the family
Everybody Welcome

15
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Events in the Village
for the month of February

SJCC - Mass - 10.00

BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 t0 1.00 (.4,
BG Library - Coffee & Chat- 10.15to 12.15

Potters Tots Playgroup - Potters Mede - 9.30 to 11.00

BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00

BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00
COGS - Holy Communion said - 8.30

SJCC - Mass - 9.30

COGS - All-Age Communion - 10.00

BGBC - Service - 10.30

Bash the Trash - BGVH - 11.30 to 12.30 ;
Toddler Time - COGS Annexe - 10.00 to 12.00 als . b
Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe -2.00 to 4.00 <=
BG Parish Council - BGVH - 7.30

Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45

BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15

Potters Mede - Youth Club - 3.00 to 5.00

SJCC - Mass - 10.00

BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00 g‘%}{\})

BG Library - Coffee & Chat- 10.15to0 12.15

BORODARA - BGVH - 2.00

Potters Tots Playgroup - Potters Mede - 9.30 to 11.00

BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00

BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
Friday 2 Book Club - BG Library -2.00

Wrotham Historical Society - 8.00 - Wrotham Village Hall
Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00

SJCC - Quiz Night - 7.30

SJCC - Mass - 9.30

COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30

BGVH - u3a meeting - 2.00

Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45 USQ
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15

Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15

BGBC - Women'’s Fellowship - 2.00

COGS - Ash Wednesday Service -2.00

Potters Mede - Youth Club - 3.00 to 5.00
Wrotham Church - Ash Wednesday Service - 8.00

learn, laugh, live
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17
18

19
20
21
22

23

24

25

27

28

29

SJCC - Mass - 10.00

BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00

BG Library - Coffee & Chat- 10.15to 12.15

BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00

BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
Saturday Open House - COGS -10.00 to 12.00
COGS - Breakfast Church -9.00

SJCC - Mass - 9.30

COGS - Holy Communion - 10.30

BGBC - Service - 10.30

Toddler Time - COGS Annexe -10.00 to 12.00
Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe -2.00 to 4.00
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45

BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15

COGS - Film Afternoon - 2.00

Potters Mede - Youth Club - 3.00 to 5.00

SJCC - Mass - 10.00

BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat- 10.15to 12.15

Potters Tots Playgroup - Potters Mede - 9.30 to 11.00
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00

COGS - Spring Quiz Night - 7.00

SJCC - Mass - 9.30

COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30

COGS - Tea-Time Church - 4.30

Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45 /RN E‘l
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15

Ightham and District Gardeners Club - Ightham Village Hall - 7.15
Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15

BGBC - Women'’s Fellowship - 2.00

Potters Mede - Youth Club - 3.00 to 5.00

SJCC - Mass - 10.00

BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00

BG Library - Coffee & Chat- 10.15to0 12.15

Abbreviations
COGS Church of the Good Shepherd
BGBC Borough Green Baptist Church
SJCC St Joseph’s Catholic Church
BGVH Borough Green Village Hall
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QUIZ NIGHT

on
Saturday 10 February
Time : 7.30pm start

Maximum of 6
persons per table.
Either make up
your own team or
join with others on
the night.

Bring own drinks, glasses

Tickets £10 (to include a and nibbles

Ploughman’s Supper)

available from: Venue:

St Joseph’s Catholic Church,
Jenny 07591 301 186 Western Road,
Borough Green
Margaret 01732 885 295 TN15 8AG
to St Joseph's c.lm
- Fng,

Wrotham Historical
Society

Friday 9 February

THE KENT AND EAST SUSSEX RAILWAY
The origins and development of the
railway through to the voluntary
successful organisation it is today.

Talk by Doug Lindsay

8.00pm Wrotham Village Hall
All visitors welcome - £4

www.wrothamhistorical.org.uk

Unfortunately Borograds have had to cancel their planned
production in February of Jack the Ripper - the musical.

For ages 5 and under

Alternative Wednesdays see diary section

£2 per child to include play, refreshments
aﬁbgBC qndpiqke home craft ne
@os¢,  Saturday 10 February : 10 am - 4 pm
u;a“ . 3 OPEN DAY at SEVENOAKS INDOOR BOWLS CLUB
o v,* « Hollybush Close, Sevenoaks TN13 3UX
O”Bow@

An opportunity to try a
and the chance to make new friends.
FREE for 4 weeks.

Always a warm welcome.

new hobby that provides gentle exercise
Bowls and guidance provided. Bowl for
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W. DIGITAL  Device Recycling Scheme Kent IB¥- 4
'Al KENT (Based on press release of 29 November) Council B ¥

kent.govuk

Kent County Council has introduced an exciting new scheme offering
Kent residents, businesses and organisations the opportunity to recycle
their unwanted IT equipment and devices. The scheme covers equipment
such as PCs, laptops, printers and mobile phones.

Unwanted and
Free recycling discarded devices
for your contribute to the
unwanted Waste Electrical and
devices Electronic  Equipment
(WEEE) category and
are part of the fastest growing type of waste in the UK today. Our Device
Recycling Scheme aims to refurbish and reuse wherever possible in the
local community. We use a specialist process to ensure 100% data-wiping,
to the strictest UK legislative standards. Businesses or organisations will be
provided with data erasure certification for auditing purposes.

To book a slot go to hitps://devicerecyclingscheme.co.uk/and Digital
Kent will collect your equipment.

All collections are carried out using satellite-tracked vehicles, driven
by Security Cleared drivers, so your discarded devices are safe and
secure from the moment you dispose of them with us. Once your devices
reach our partner’s secure plant, it goes through a specialist data-wiping
process, in line with the strictest UK legislative standards. When this is
successfully completed, your device will then be refurbished and reused. If
for any reason, your device fails to be 100% wiped, it will be destroyed
and immediately shredded onsite, before being recycled in line with the
WEEE directive, current UK legislation and our zero-landfill policy.

Sl semress=weae=y Charges for DIY Waste
Hou W& You can now get rid of some of your
& Recycling Centre &8 DIY waste free of charge due to

,5 Kem @ changes in government regulations.

However there are limits on the
frequency of your visits and the amount
you can get rid of, as our household
waste recycling centres cannot accept all waste free of charge.

The limit includes:

. no more than 4 visits over a 4-week period with DIY waste
. 1 large item up to 200cm x 75cm in size (vehicle restrictions still
apply) or

. 2 x 50-litre bags (standard black bag).
For more information and to book slots go to KCC's Household waste
recycling centres (HWRC) webpage.
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THE WORKS

Roofing Leadwork Restoration

FREE advice & quotations - Call with confidence - Member of Confederation of Roofing Contractors

Heating @ ben@shiresheatingservices.com

6 Shires 07921 197780
ﬂ Services

« Boiler servicing Unvented cylinder service and repairs

« Boiler breakdowns and repairs LPG, oil and leisure park homes / caravans

¢ New boiler installations and system upgrades Landlords gas safety records

o Power flushing / system cleaning Cooker and gas fire servicing

o Aga and Rayburn servicing and repairs Radiator repairs and replacements

@3 BAXI ideal A
i 30 ILERS ATAG

Heating

www.shiresheatingservices.com

537633 C500139

20




i dementia services
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R Services Schedule

-
N

1st Wednesday Singing Group: 3pm - 4:30pm
and Singing can help people with dementia develop and maintain relationship
with others and improve their wellbeing. This group is for people with
3rd MOI'IdOY dementia and their partner/carer/family member to attend together.

2nd Wednesday Music and Movement: 2:30pm - 4pm

and A session based around music and movement designed for those living
4th Mond with dementia and their carers. This is a mainly seated exercise session.
onday £3 per person (no charge for carers).

4th Wednesday Dementia Carers Supports Group: 2:30pm - 4:30pm
of each month  Tnis is a group for anyone who is caring for a loved one with dementia.

2nd Monday Dementia Arts and Crafts: 2:30pm - 4:30pm

of each month An arts and crafts group for people living with dementia with a variety of
craft projects including painting, modelmaking, woodwork and collage.

IstMonday  Memory Café: 2:30pm - 4:30pm
and A coffee aftermoon for those living with dementia and their care givers to

3rd Wednesd share memories and stories in a safe and welcoming environment. There is
ay usually an entertainer, speaker or a quiz.

Spadework, Teston Road, Offham, ME19 5NA.
If you would like more information about any of our services, please call the team
on 01732 870002 or email dementia@spadework.org.uk.

(T a © - - Wa ¥ - - Wa U

b ( &), Potters Tots Playgrovp (A :

() Potters Mede, Borough Green, TNIS 7RD. W3W ///fund.olive.loose ®

. Fridays 9.30-11am. Term time only.
( £2.50 first child, SOp per sibling.

P

For any child before school age - babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers. A different
® craft every week. Teas, coffees and snacks are included.
. Somewhere for mums/dads/grandparents/caregivers to come and meet, have adult
conversation while the child socialises!

_.'- @® o .'- @® @ ."
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JARVIS

DECORATING N

Painter and Decorator
33 years experience
Interior & Exterior

Free Estimates

Friendly and reliable

Call Steve 07811 360269
www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk

>
Hisnéycomb 5
Construction
Services

Extensions - Loft conversions
Internal & External Alterations
Full Planning &
Structural Engineers Service
References Always Available

www.honeycombconstruction.co.uk

(01732) 883443
07989 509 630

Jason Langstaff
Electrician

- Design and Installation
- Fuse Board Upgrades
- Security Lighting

- Full or Part Rewires /

- New Builds and Extensions

- Additional Sockets & Lighting Points

- Garden Power & Lighting

- System Upgrades

- Fault Finding

-CCTV

- PAT Testing

Professional - Reliable - Courteous - Insured
All Work Completed to BS7671
Sevenoaks

T:01959 525 136 based
M:07817 733 257

E: jmllimited@aol.com

WELHAM JONES
‘-h][ NERALS MEMORIALS
\

“Help at an emotional time”

Borough Green,
Wrotham, St Mary’s Platt, Ightham
& surrounding villages

01732 780600
43 Western Road, TN15 8AL

boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk

¢ Traditional & Contemporary funerals
¢ Ecofriendly funerals & woodland burials
# Private chapel of rest ¢ Home arrangements
¢ Memorials & keepsakes

www.welhamjones.co.uk
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Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council items

ARA

Local organisations which want to learn more about how to cut their
carbon emissions are being invited to apply for funding to undertake
specialist training. TMBC will help meet the cost of the courses which are
being offered to small businesses, voluntary groups and parish and town
councils.

Training to boost borough’s ‘carbon literacy’

ey g R The Carbon Literacy Training Grant scheme is
B S designed to build understanding of sources of emissions
ot 4 linked to climate change and practical steps that can be
 taken to reduce them. Those completing the training will
SR N be certified as a carbon literate by the scheme’s

\ P2 “n| governing body, the Carbon Literacy Project.

Courses are available from a wide range of
independent trainers and training organisations. Applicants will be able to
shop around and choose an accredited course that is tailored to their
particular sector. Applications can be made via http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/
carbonliteracy and the closing date is 3 March.

Shopfront and Vacant Unit Improvement Grant Scheme

This scheme is open to eligible businesses from across the Borough and
applications would be welcomed particularly from four areas one of
which is Borough Green High Street. Businesses can apply for a grant of
up to 60% of eligible costs subject to a maximum of £5,000 towards the
external renovation or improvement of ground floor and upper floor retail
premises. For more information go to www.tmbc.gov.uk/business/shopfront
-grant. The deadline for applications is 26 February.

Training to break down barriers faced by socially excluded

groups

TMBC have announced funding for three projects to help socially excluded

groups overcome a range of challenges:

a. to incentivise local employers to provide workplace experience for
young people with special educational needs (SEN) and supporting
those facing mental health challenges;

b. to provide one-to-one support for people who are struggling to get a
job because they lack literacy, numeracy or digital skills. Potential
providers of training will be able to bid to provide help to a range of
groups, including the over 50s, people with a disability, care leavers
and victims of domestic abuse;

c. to tackle digital exclusion by providing lap-tops and training to those
who lack the skills and equipment to access employment opportunities.

Details on application procedures not available at time of writing.
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IGHTHAM & DISTRICT
GARDENERS’ CLUB

INVITES YOU
TO OUR FIRST MEETING
FOR 2024 WITH A QUIZ NIGHT &
SOCIAL EVENING

TUESDAY 27 FEBRUARY
IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL 7.15pm

Visitors very welcome

For further information contact
Pippa Coulthard - 07761 983800 or
Dee Samways - 07799 002129

Wooden Conservatory & Window Refurbs

THE SECRET GARDEN

1000’s OF GREETINGS CARDS,
GIFTS, WATCHES, JEWELLERY,
Toys, HELIUM BALLOONS.

WE ALSO SUPPLY AND FIT
WATCH BATTERIES.

29 HIGH STREET,
BOROUGH GREEN
TEL: 01732 883909

DB Home & Garden Maintenance

Carpentry ¥ Painting ¥ Decorating

Flooring ¥ General Repairs

Hedge & Grass Cutting
Sheds ¥ Summer Houses ¥ Fencing

Decking ¢ Patios

No job too small! Fully Insured!

016 06100 0b; 4 0568

a dono gandagarde 0 a 0

>hysiothera py

Trottiscliffe Physiotherapy and Sports Injury Clinic

¢
P.W.

Aaron Penna  Victoria Penna
Chartered Physiotherapists

Highly Experienced and Skilled Therapists

All Musculoskeletal, Rehabilitation and
Respiratory problems catered for

Clinic appointments available
Home Physiotherapy Service
Check out our 5* rating on google

Call today for an appointment or email
for further information

01732 823189
admin@pwphysio.co.uk
www.pwphysio.co.uk




CONTACTS FOR HELP

Kent County Council issued a press release on 20 December to detail a
number of contacts for help. This was devised with the festive break in
mind but may be of value at any time of the year.

Release the Pressure

https://www.kent.gov.uk /social-care-and-health /health /release-the-
pressure offers free expert advice from trained counsellors who can
support no matter what you are going through. Text the word “Kent” to
85258, to start a confidential conversation with one of the experienced
team who can give you help at any time, wherever you are. Alternatively,
call the 24 /7 freephone helpline on 0800 107 0160.

Samaritans

https:/ /www.samaritans.org /how-we-can-help /contact-samaritan/

or phone free on 116 123.

NHS

In an emergency, if someone’s life is at risk, always call 999.

For more about urgent mental health help, visit

https:/ /www.kentandmedway.icb.nhs.uk /mental-wellbeing-information-
hub /need-help-now

If you're not sure where you can get mental health support, contact NHS
111, or visit https://www.stopthinkchoose.co.uk/ for a list of local services.
All adults in Kent can now visit https://www.qwell.io/ to access support for
all mental health issues, 7-days-a-week, 365-days-a-year.

Kent Together

For information if you need financial advice and support including around
council tax reduction, childcare costs and food and energy bills visit
https:/ /www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community /cost-of -living-support
Citizens Advice

If you are experiencing both money and mental health problems, Citizens
Advice also have dedicated teams who can help. To find out more go to
https: / /www.citizensadvice.org.uk /about-us /contact-us /contact-us /contact-
us

Other Mental Health and Support

Kent and Medway Safe Havens — offer crisis mental health support to
anyone aged over 16, in safe, comfortable and supportive environments.
Open every night for face-to-face support, there are Safe Havens in
Gillingham, Maidstone, Margate and Canterbury. Find out more about
Kent and Medway Safe Havens, including opening times by visiting
https:/ /www.mhm.org.uk /kent-safe-havens.

Every Mind Matters — if you're suffering with stress, anxiety, low mood or
sleep issues https://www.kent.gov.uk /social-care-and-health /health /one-
you-kent /every-mind-matters has lots of information to help you stay on
top of your mental wellbeing.
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7 Greenacres

Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 9JA
01732 884726

Get ready
for Spring!

- Compost, pots, fertilisers, bird feed,
logs, coal and charcoal

- Seed potatoes and onion sets
- Seeds and early Spring bulbs in pots

- Visit our farm shop for local grown
vegetables, cheeses and organic eggs

Treat yourself to a coffee/hot
chocolate available in the farm shop




Tom Tugendhat MP’s Column

December article

2024 promises to be an exciting year locally, nationally and internationally.
Ensuring stability in the middle east remains a top priority for the country and we
also need to make sure that we make progress on the Prime Minister’s 5 key
pledges made last year.

Locally, my work continues for you and | remain happy to help as best | can.
Representing a number of different towns and villages means that | am able to use
the experiences gained in one particular area to help residents in another.

It also means that problems you find in one area might be repeated
elsewhere. One such instance is the erratic postal service faced by many rural
villages. Though their busiest time of year, there were a number of people | heard
from before Christmas who were waiting a fortnight for post. It meant cards and
gifts didn’t arrive on time, bills couldn’t be paid and long-awaited medical
appointments were missed. Given the rising price of stamps we need reassurance
that the postal service will be reliable.

I'd be keen to hear from anyone across Borough Green if you're having
trouble with receiving post. I'm trying to build up a picture of the areas most badly
affected, so | can work with Royal Mail to make sure they deliver across every
area.

Please do encourage your friends, family and neighbours to be in contact if
they are affected, or would like me help with any other issue. My e-mail address is
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk and phone number is 01732 441563. If you
wish to take the chance that my own post isn’t delayed then you can also write to
me at 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1SP.

January article

We're already a month into 2024 and it has certainly been full steam
ahead in Tonbridge and Malling, as well as in the Home Office. | hope everybody
is back into the swing of things after a much needed and well deserved Christmas
break.

After years of campaigning alongside many of you, last month we had some
fantastic news regarding updated times on the Maidstone East Line from Charing
Cross to Borough Green and West Malling. We know that since being reinstated,
services from Charing Cross and London Bridge on the Maidstone East line have
been hugely popular. That’'s why I've been asking Southeastern to add further
services in the evening peak.

I'm delighted they’ve confirmed to me that following the next timetable
change in June 2024, we will see the additional evening services that we have
campaigned for. This provides an additional service between the busy 17:31 and
18:31 from Charing Cross.

Southeastern have confirmed to me that the services will be re-timed as
follows: 16:29, 17:29, 17:59, 18:29, and 19:29.

Changes such as this can only be made if Southeastern are made aware just
how important or busy services are. It is why | always ask for you to keep me
updated with any issues, not just those related to the trains. It allows me to speak
directly with those who make decisions within organisations such as Southeastern.
Contact details as above.
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SMALL NOTICES

Slimming World
Group on
Wednesdays
8.00am, 9.30am, 5.30pm and 7pm
at Borough Green Village Hall.

dﬂ%;;%®

WORLD

Phone Anita on 07725 484 361

‘! Clock Kent J
di Clock & Watch repairs, L

restoration & servicing
Collection & delivery available.

Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884789
Or email: paul@clockkent.com
www.clockkent.com

e

= Cat 5 wiring

double glazing

PHONE SOCKETS

25YRS BT ENGINEER

= New phone/broadband extensions
= Faults finding repairs/improve broadband speeds

= Internal/ external re-routing/tidying of cables prior to

FULLY INSURED

snveent 07845705900

If you approach or use any of the businesses that advertise in this magazine
please could you mention that you read about them in the Voice so they are
aware of the value of such advertising.

pASH

THE TRASH

Love
where
YouU we
Live

Borough Green Village Litter Pick
Every first Sunday of the month 11.30 - 12.30 from BG Village Hall.

All equipment supplied, just turn

up and go at your own pace.

@ Hall bookings
-
Parish Hall - Quarry Hill

Alan Williams 01732 886557
Village Hall
www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk

01732 646040
Potters Mede

Bernard Galopin 07568 536 405

Defibrillator Locations
a) 24 hours a day
The Village Hall
Potters Mede

The Recreation Ground L=

1
1
1
I
I
|
|
|
I Emergency
I
I
|
|
|
1
1
1

\14

The Fire Station el
b) When premises are open

The Medical Centre

BG Primary School

Fourways Dentists
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BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY
The library is open — with a wide range of services, from free access to
books, computers, WiFi and information on the hire of music, audio books
and films. Opening hours are
10 -1 and 2 - 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
and 9 - 1 on Saturday.
Ancestry - Monday 10.15 - 12,15 need to book an appointment
Scrabble - Tuesday 2.15 - 4.15
Coffee & Chat - Thursday 10.15 - 12,15
Baby Bounce & Rhyme Time - Friday 10.15 - 10.45
Friday 2 Book Club (second Friday of each month) 2.00
For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or email
boroughgreenlibrary @kent.gov.uk where staff will be able to help.

% Get Digital! - Friday 2 February 11.00 -1.00. To book a session

and find out more please visit www.digitalkent.uk or call

0300 0410950.
We look forward to seeing you.

Hi Kent The next clinic at Borough Green Library is
on Friday 23 February from 2.00 - 3.30.

@% LADDINGFORD

LADDINGFORD & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION (LDBKA)

Becoming a Beekeeper?

Have you thought about taking up beekeeping? The best way to get
started is to join a beekeeping course where you'll discover the basics of
bee biology and beekeeping. You'll also learn about the equipment you
need to get started and what it’s worth spending money on. (Tip: Don’t
buy a cheap Chinese bee-suit. They’re not sting-proofl). Even if you decide
beekeeping is not for you, you'll still find out lots of fascinating bee facts.

The Laddingford and District Beekeeping Club 2024 beginners
course will run at our apiary in The Gardens, Yalding, on six Saturday
mornings, 10-12, from 9 March (with a break for Easter). The cost is £95
and also includes your club membership for the first year.

After the course you can drop in to our regular Sunday afternoon
apiary sessions where you can get practical hands-on experience in our
apiary and build your confidence. If you decide to get your own hives,
yoU'll meet experienced beekeepers happy to share their knowledge. If
you're not ready to get your own bees yet, you can still enjoy beekeeping
at the «club. To sign wup for the course, contact
chair@laddingfordbeekeepers.co.uk.
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Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers

You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try up to three

&

‘taster’ walks with us. If you're new to our walks, please contact
the walk leader to check that their walk will suit you.

For details of these and other upcoming walks and walk leaders, see our

dge & MQ .
o KA

Lo

Ramblet®

Facebook page at www.facebook.com/groups/tonbridgeandmallingramblers
or visit www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.

Dates in Distance
Route A o
February in miles
Circular walk from Ide Hill to Bayley's Hill along the
Sunday 4th Greensand Ridge. Moderate difficulty. 4.8
Thursday 8th An interesting walk over the hills from the Westerham to
Y Chartwell with good views of the North Downs on the return. 5.5
Moderate difficulty.
Circular walk from Stansted on footpaths and quiet country
lanes, passing through the hamlets of Fairseat and Hodsell
Thursday 15th Street. Three ascents and ten stiles; walking poles 6.5
recommended. Moderate difficulty.
Sunday 18th C.er}qur walk from Wadhurst to Bewl Water. Moderate 6
difficulty.
Weo2|n]es'.;dqy Circular walk from Mereworth Church. Moderate difficulty. 5.5
Circular walk from Harrietsham along field paths and tracks
Thursday 29th with some slopes. Includes part of the North Downs Way with 5.9

excellent views of the surrounding countryside. Quite a few
stiles, mostly in good order. Moderate difficulty.

Walks usually start mid-morning. There’s a short half-way break (bring refreshments) and
we usually finish near a pub. Most walks are dog-friendly (see website).

View from the Greensand Ridge see 4 February walk
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WROTHAM COMPUTER LO CAL

CARE LOCKSMITH

C ter hel
omputer hefp NO CALL-OUT FEE! 24HR SERVICES

at your Home or Office
/ UPVC / DOUBLE GLAZING / PATIO DOORS
&WINDOW LOCK REPAIRS.

¢JUST MOVED IN ? WHO HAS A KEY ?
COMPLETE LOCK CHANGE SERVICE.

We are a local company providing LOCK-OUTS / LOST KEYS / BROKEN
an affordable service to local families, v LOCK;_

professionals, businesses and schools. / EMERGENCY LOCK & DOOR OPENING

For more details please contact us: | v/ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK.

« ALL TYPES OF LOCKS / HARDWARE
SUPPLIED & FITTED.

PCs and Apple Macs

01732 780176 or 07795 552440
Call Paul on:

mtic@rmamampuerarcon 07506 451405

graves972@btinternet.com

www.wrothamcomputercare.com

PaulGraves Checkatrade

L k ith Ave Score 9.95 | Over 1200 Reviews
ocksmit Checkatrade ID 311650

FOURWAYS
ENGINEERIN@

L /
g~ | o
EsT. 1973
Specialists in all Classic and Sports Car Restoration

and all Vehicles General Servicing

Unit 12 Platt Industrial Estate, Maidstone Road,

St Marys Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 8JL

Telephone: 01732 884 288

Email: info@fourwaysgroup.co.uk
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Do you struggle out of bed? ll
Is walking difficult or painful? 1 ler
Have you an injury that just ld
isn’t getting better? eyno S
Contact Carole Simpson Residential Sales, Lettings & Valuations
Experienced and specialist .
P . P Independent Village
physiotherapist
01732 780909 Estate Agent
‘ Dedicated to helping you
Stay active and start
enjoying Life Our fee is only 1% + VAT
Carole@boroughgreenphysio.co.uk
www.boroughgreenphysio.co.uk Call now for a free valuation
—e. 01732 884422
BorOUgBhGyrgofheropy enquiries@hillier-reynolds.co.uk
The Studio at Windy Nob, Staleys 3 Sevenoaks Road, Borough Green,
Road, Borough Green TN15 8RL Kent, TN15 8AX

Rental Space Available
Treatment and meeting room
rental within our therapy centre.
Weekdays, Saturdays and Sundays.
Rooms available for one-to-one
therapies and small group sessions
or workshops.

K I N G S 2 Minutes walk from Borough Green train
station

Free on-site parking

Waiting room, toilets and kitchen
available

Air conditioning and heating fitted

01732 885585 Please contact us for more information:

kings-estate-agents.co.uk phtc1@outlook.com
Positive Health Therapy Centre, Unit 1,
Bourne Enterprise Centre, Borough

Green, Kent, TN15 8DG
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